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Grounds for Termination

Overview

o HUD reqguires the NHA to terminate assistance for certain actions and inactions of the
family and when the family no longer requires assistance due to increases in family
income. HUD permits the PHA to terminate assistance for certain other actions or
inactions of the family. In addition, a family may decide to withdraw from the program
and terminate their HCV assistance at any time by notifying the PHA.

#1 - FAMILY NO LONGER REQUIRES ASSISTANCE [24 CFR 982.455]

As a family’s income increases, the amount of the housing assistance payment decreases. If
the amount of assistance provided by the PHA is reduced to zero, the family's assistance
terminates automatically 180 days after the last HAP payment.

PHA Policy

If a participating family receiving zero assistance experiences a change in circumstances
that would result in a HAP payment to the owner, the family must notify the PHA of the
change and request an interim reexamination before the expiration of the 180-day
period.

#2 - FAMILY CHOOSES TO TERMINATE ASSISTANCE

The family may request that the PHA terminate housing assistance payments on behalf of the
family at any time.

PHA Policy

The request to terminate assistance should be made in writing and signed by the head
of household, and spouse or cohead if applicable. Before terminating the family’s
assistance, the PHA will follow the notice requirements in Section 12-II.F.

#3 - MANDATORY TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE
HUD requires the PHA to terminate assistance in the following circumstances:
A - Eviction [24 CFR 982.552(b)(2), 24 CFR 5.2005(c)(1)]

The PHA must terminate assistance whenever a family is evicted from a unit assisted
under the HCV program for a serious or repeated violation of the lease. As discussed
further in section 12-I1.E, incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, or stalking may not be construed as serious or repeated
violations of the lease by the victim or threatened victim of such violence or stalking.
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PHA Policy

A family will be considered evicted if the family moves after a legal eviction order
has been issued, whether or not physical enforcement of the order was necessary.
If a family moves after the owner has given the family an eviction notice for

serious or repeated lease violations but before a legal eviction order has been
issued, termination of assistance is not mandatory. In such cases the PHA will
determine whether the family has committed serious or repeated violations of the
lease based on available evidence and may terminate assistance or take any of
the alternative measures described in section 12-I1.C. In making its decision, the
PHA will consider the factors described in sections 12-11.D and 12-I1.E. Upon
consideration of such factors, the PHA may, on a case-by-case basis, choose not
to terminate assistance.

Serious and repeated lease violations will include, but not be limited to,
nonpayment of rent, disturbance of neighbors, destruction of property, or living or
housekeeping habits that cause damage to the unit or premises and criminal
activity. Generally, the criterion to be used will be whether or not the reason for
the eviction was the fault of the tenant or guests.

B - Failure to Provide Consent [24 CFR 982.552(b)(3)]
The PHA must terminate assistance if any family member fails to sign and submit any

consent form they are required to sign for a regular or interim reexamination. See
Chapter 7 for a complete discussion of consent requirements.

C - Failure to Document Citizenship [24 CFR 982.552(b)(4) and [24 CFR 5.514(c)]
The PHA must terminate assistance if (1) a family fails to submit required documentation

within the required timeframe concerning any family member’s citizenship or immigration
status; (2) a family submits evidence of citizenship and eligible immigration status in a
timely manner, but United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) primary
and secondary verification does not verify eligible immigration status of the family; or (3)
a family member, as determined by the PHA, has knowingly permitted another individual
who is not eligible for assistance to reside (on a permanent basis) in the unit.

For (3) above, such termination must be for a period of at least 24 months. This does not
apply to ineligible noncitizens already in the household where the family’s assistance
has been prorated. See Chapter 7 for a complete discussion of documentation
requirements.

D - Failure to Disclose and Document Social Security Numbers [24 CFR 5.218(c),
Notice PIH 2012-10]
The PHA must terminate assistance if a participant family fails to disclose the complete

and accurate social security numbers of each household member and the
documentation necessary to verify each social security number.

However, if the family is otherwise eligible for continued program assistance, and the
PHA determines that the family’s failure to meet the SSN disclosure and documentation
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requirements was due to circumstances that could not have been foreseen and were
outside of the family’s control, the PHA may defer the family’s termination and provide
the opportunity to comply with the requirement within a period not to exceed 90 calendar
days from the date the PHA determined the family to be noncompliant.

PHA Policy

The PHA will defer the family’s termination and provide the family with the
opportunity to comply with the requirement for a period of 90 calendar days for
circumstances beyond the participant’s control such as delayed processing of the
SSN application by the SSA, natural disaster, fire, death in the family, or other
emergency, if there is a reasonable likelihood that the participant will be able to
disclose an SSN by the deadline.

E - Methamphetamine Manufacture or Production [24 CFR 982.553(b)(1)(ii)]
The PHA must terminate assistance if any household member has ever been convicted

of the manufacture or production of methamphetamine on the premises of federally-
assisted housing.

F - Lifetime Registered Sex Offenders [Notice PIH 2012-28]
Should a PHA discover that a member of an assisted household was subject to a lifetime

registration requirement at admission and was erroneously admitted after June 25, 2001,
the PHA must immediately terminate assistance for the household member.

In this situation, the PHA must offer the family the opportunity to remove the ineligible
family member from the household. If the family is unwilling to remove that individual
from the household, the PHA must terminate assistance for the household.

G - Failure of Students to Meet Ongoing Eligibility Requirements [24 CFR
982.552(b)(5) and FR 4/10/06]
If a student enrolled at an institution of higher education is under the age of 24, is not a

veteran, is not married, does not have dependent children, is not residing with his/her
parents in an HCV assisted household, and is not a person with disabilities receiving
HCV assistance as of November 30, 2005, the PHA must the terminate the student’s
assistance if, at the time of reexamination, either the student’s income or the income of
the student’s parents (if applicable) exceeds the applicable income limit.

If a participant household consists of both eligible and ineligible students, the eligible
students shall not be terminated, but must be issued a voucher to move with continued
assistance in accordance with program regulations and PHA policies, or must be given
the opportunity to lease in place if the terminated ineligible student members elect to
move out of the assisted unit.

H - Death of the Sole Family Member [24 CFR 982.311(d) and Notice PIH 2010-9]
The PHA must immediately terminate program assistance for deceased single member
households.
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